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How does Water Pollution affect Air Quality?

• Air pollution (H2S, particulates, 
other pollutants)

• Chemical pollutants in air and 
water (EX: drugs, industrial waste, 
natural chemicals) 

• VOC gasses

• Biological pollutants in air and 
water

• Heavy metals

Intense Summer and Winter Campaigns: 
Coastal and Inland Sampling of Water and Air



CARB H2S hourly acute standard = 30 ppb 

Tijuana River 
flow diverted
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Odor Complaints Correlate with H2S Gas Levels



H2S measurements 
from Summer to Now

Inland Hot Spot (Gray) 
versus Coast (Blue)

River H2S is much 
higher than Coastal.



• Data processing and analysis

• Air pollution monitoring (H2S gas, 
particulates, other pollutants) 

Ongoing Efforts
Map of Air Quality Monitors



Ongoing Efforts

• Youth Climate Advisors
• Port of San Diego Anchors of 

Excellence Award

• Community survey and in-
depth interviews to asses 
quality of life

YCA Award
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Questions? 
airborne.ucsd.edu

bklimeck@ucsd.edu
mheyer@ucsd.edu

ODOR REPORT TOOL
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