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EPA’s prior USMCA work

1) Technical feasibility analysis 

2) EPECG workgroup and prioritization of projects

3) PEIS under NEPA

4) Development of binational agreements (with IBWC/CILA 
CONAGUA, etc.)

5) Monitoring and modeling of ocean currents and TJ River Valley 
(Scripps, SDSU)

6) Interagency Agreements with IBWC to transfer USMCA funds



EPA’s current role

1) Continue binational meetings and track Mexico’s investment in TJ 
projects.

2) Continue EPECG meetings and public meetings.

3) Oversee BWIP investment in TJ infrastructure via NADBank, 
including LM/AH reuse project, PB1 rehab, TJ River Gates, etc. 

4) Provide technical support to IBWC on design of ITP rehabilitation 
and expansion.

5) Continue to support monitoring projects and pilot projects via 
Border 2025 funds and ORD funds. 



Why Mexico’s engagement is so 
important

1) Treating already treated wastewater from Tijuana and Tecate uses limited and 
expensive treatment capacity at ITP.

2) Providing better collection of wastewater in Mexico will reduce impacts of wet-
weather flows.

3) New river diversion system in U.S. would require channelization of Tijuana River 
in U.S. and greatly increase O&M.

4) Reuse of TJ’s wastewater creates incentive for wastewater collection.

5) Mexico’s decisions on how to address drought will affect U.S. water quality in 
future (ocean desal vs reuse, for example).
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Days of Tijuana River dry-weather flow events in U.S.
(“rainfall year” begins in Aug and ends in July. “2023” still ongoing)
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Days wet-weather river flows above 60 mgd in U.S



Ammonia (127820), Ammonia (Unionized) (115522), 
Ammonia as Nitrogen (76720), Benthic Community 
Effects (76951), Bifenthrin (112175), Cadmium (112157), 
Chlorpyrifos (126834), Color (125510), Cypermethrin 
(112176), Diazinon (112160), Dichlorvos (112161), 
Eutrophic (74679), Indicator Bacteria (128040), Low 
Dissolved Oxygen (77817), Malathion (86255), Nitrogen 
(127520), Oxygen, Dissolved (112165), Permethrin 
(130330), Pesticides (76067), Phosphorus (112168), 
Pyrethroids (112174), Sedimentation/Siltation (77353), 
Selenium (112169), Solids (69841), Surfactants (MBAS) 
(76722), Synthetic Organics (77084), Total Nitrogen as N 
(76763), Toxicity (112171), Trace Elements (77421), Trash 
(69701), Turbidity (112172)

Tijuana River and Estuary 303(d) listed for:



“Otras aguas” into TJ river must be reduced



Infrastructure in red is part of the scope for rehabilitation, replacement, etc. 

SBOO

International Treatment 
Plant Expansion (50 MGD)

PB-CILA
(upgraded)

Rehabilitate 
PB1

New 18 MGD San Antonio de 
los Buenos Plant (SABTP)

Phase I Water 
Reuse Project 

Rodriguez 
Reservoir

Rehabilitate 
Canyon Pumps

International Collector

Current Progress Short-Term Projects

Tijuana River Gates

Infrastructure in yellow is under design/construction (at least partly funded). 

Infrastructure in green construction is complete



One solution: reuse of wastewater-feasibility study undertaken by NADBank



Increase in monitoring in Mexico to measure level of contamination of river 
during dry-weather. Establish trends to determine benefits of investment. 

Thank you! 



Tijuana’s river diversion intakes 
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