
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

October l 0, 2023 

Via Electronic Moil 

Dr. Kate Huckelbridge, Executive Director 
Californiq Coastal Commission 
455 Market Street, Suite 300 
Son Francisco, CA 94105 
Kate.Hu c kel bri d g e@c o a st a I. ca.gov 

RE: Trans-Boundary Pollution Crisis in the Tijuana River and Tijuana River Valley 

Dear Dr. Huckelbridge, 

As you know, the Coastal Commission will receive an update on the 
longstanding Tijuana River sewage crisis during its upcoming meeting. 
Addressing that crisis has been a major priority for the Governor and his 
Administration. We believe the meeting will provide a valuable opportunity to 
shore information with the Commission and interested stakeholders about the 
robust efforts that the State has taken to date on this issue and to address some 
misconceptions that have animated calls for the Governor to proclaim a state 
of emergency under the Emergency Services Act related to the Tijuana River. 

Unlike like emergency declarations at a local level, state-level emergency 
proclamations are a significant exercise of the Governor's executive powers. 
The Governor's emergency powers include, for example, the authority to issue 
orders that have the force and effect of law and to suspend state laws that 
impede the emergency response. Col. Gov't Code§§ 8567; 8571. Accordingly, 
the Governor invokes his emergency powers judiciously-and only when 
necessary and consistent with the scope of authority granted by the Emergency 
Services Act. 

As noted, the Governor's emergency powers extend to waiving only state

statutes and regulations, as necessary to facilitate emergency response and 
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